
 
Title: The Betsy Ross Flag Company 

 

Objectives:  

To learn about the United States flag and to be able to use 

the information to create a new, meaningful flag. 

 

Time frame to Complete 

Varies with each student or teacher can set a 
specific time limit 
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Standard(s) Addressed in Lesson  

Read with Understanding 

Benchmark(s) Addressed in Lesson  

R.4.1 – Identify purposes for reading (to solve a problem) 
R.4.15 - draw conclusion about text using knowledge of main idea(s) and supporting details, consistent with 
complexity of the text 
R.4.16 – construct meaning from text by evaluating relevance of prior knowledge and applying appropriate 
knowledge to new information read 

Materials 

 History of the American Flag handout, available from: http://www.usa-flag-site.org/history.shtml 

 When and How to Display the American Flag handout, available from: 
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/united-states/flags/6876.html?detoured=1 

 drawing page 

 pencil 

 colored pencils/crayons/paint 

 computer with internet access (optional) 

Learner Prior Knowledge 
-What the U.S. flag looks like and possible knowledge of the parts of the flag (# of stars, # of stripes, etc.) 

Activities 

Step 1   Teacher shows a real U.S. flag to the students and they discuss the parts of the flag (red and white 
stripes, stars, # of each, etc.) 
 
Step 2   Teacher explains that each student is now employed in the Betsy Ross Flag Company.  Their job is to 
learn as much as they can about the United States flag.  This will be accomplished by reading the two papers 
given to everyone with information about the flag. If they need more information, they can search for web sites on 
the United States flag and do more research. Then each student will be responsible for designing a new United 
States flag.  Each part of the flag must have meaning and represent the United States.  Any design and color can 
be used.   
 
Step 3    Teacher passes out the information sheets about the flag.  Then he passes out the drawing paper with 2 
boxes on it.  In the top box the student is to draw the flag in color. In the second box the student is the write an 
explanation for each part of the design of the flag and explain the meaning (For example: stars represent the 
states).  Nothing is to be on the flag that does not have a specific meaning for the United States.  
 
 

http://www.usa-flag-site.org/history.shtml
http://www.teachervision.fen.com/united-states/flags/6876.html?detoured=1


 
Step 4   After the students are finished, the papers are shared and explained.  A vote is taken on which flag will be 
manufactured at the Betsy Ross Flag Company. 
 

Assessment/Evidence   
Each student’s paper is examined for meaning and following directions. 
 

Adaptations for Beginning Students  
Explanation does not have to be written, but can be orally explained. 
 

Adaptations for Advanced Students  
Student can figure out if his flag would be expensive or cheap to manufacture, considering number of colors to be 
used, type of material, etc. 
 

Teacher Reflection/Lesson Evaluation 
 
 

This lesson was created by Middletown ABLE. 
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 


